
DEA Controlled Substances Waste Segregation and Disposal

Waste Category Treatment/DisposalExamples Container

Schedule I – V 
pharmaceuticals that are 
highly regulated by DEA
• Ketamine
• Diazepam
• Codeine

• Keep inventory and lock up
• Contact EHS to be added 

to next scheduled 
incinerator burn

• DEA approved user 
transports waste to 
incinerator and witnesses 
burn

DEA Controlled
Substances 

Dual waste =
Hazardous waste that 
contains a DEA controlled 
substance

Schedule I – V regulated 
DEA pharmaceuticals 
still in syringes or I.V. 
bags

• Empty into approved 
container that may be 
disposed of at EHS 
incinerator

• Contact EHS for container 
suggestion

• Same as above for disposal

• Disposal thru reverse 
distributor.  Expensive, 
make every effort to avoid 
creating this waste

• Contact EHS for disposal

NO DRUGS DOWN SINK


